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What does it mean to be prepared for class?

1. Some of the general themes discussed in class were about making connections between the textbook, Children of Crisis, and the various hand-out readings.  Notably, this included the reading about the Sudanese students coming to live and study in America.

2. Some of the main points revolved around perspective, such as how the Sudanese students viewed their new surroundings, and how this affected their perspective on the subjects of their study.  Also, Coles spoke of issues of perspective in the Method article, when he was trying to understand the girl on the bus talking about the clothing store, and when he was trying to interview people at the SNCC.
3. The ideas and details repeated were generally those about the main ideas, making connections, and seeing perspective.
4. Besides asking questions about the main points, we were often asked if specific instructions made sense, like the double-entry method.

5. Coles spoke of issues of perspective in the Method article, when he was trying to understand the girl on the bus talking about the clothing store, and when he was trying to interview people at the SNCC.

6. There are ongoing themes of the methods of anthropology, such as how a researcher can best study a group, and questions of emic/etic perspectives.  Also, we touched at least briefly on modes of production (foraging, horticulture, pastoralism, agriculture, and industrialism) several times.

7. Connection making is an aspect of learning about anthropology, perspective issues are part of the method of anthropology, and modes of production are a specific subject of anthropology.
8. I didn’t know much of anything about the conflict in Sudan.  I knew, peripherally, about a lot of the war going on in a lot of African countries but almost no specifics.  I hadn’t heard of the lost boys.  (Perhaps I should watch Hotel Rwanda.)

9. At this point in the class, I’m not sure what kind of format the tests will take, but it seems reasonable to assume there will be short answer:  “Describe briefly the 5 modes of economic production, and what characterizes each.”

10. √
