Gary Simmons
Anthro 202

Midterm test section 2 rewrite.

Original score: 20/25, B.

I would like to reject this grade because I didn’t leave myself enough time to finish the second section of the test.

Question 1:

Cultural Anthropologists use a variety of tools to conduct research on culture, including fieldwork, participant observation and triangulation.  They must also consider whether they should use an etic or emic approach.


Fieldwork involves going to and immersing ones self in the culture being studied.  This is known as participant observation.  Cultural Anthropologists participating in participant observation must be aware of reflexivity, which is the idea that an anthropologist raised in a culture can never totally filter that culture’s influence on their observations.  A participant observer will always see a culture they are observing (even their own) differently depending on the circumstances under which they grew up.  Reflexivity also relates to an emic approach, where those of a culture being studied will relate to a researcher a biased view because even though those among a single culture have different experiences.  An anthropologist using triangulation will try to gain several viewpoints on a particular topic.  Even the differences between these viewpoints can be interpreted as information about a culture.


In the essay ‘Method’, Robert Coles uses an emic approach.  He talks to the girl Sally, trying to understand her experience in a clothing store from her point of view.  This in itself is fieldwork, as he is physically traveling to his subjects to interview them (which in this case involves nothing more exotic than getting on a city bus).  This is also participant observation because he sits on the bus with the children observing them as they grow up in the world around them.  Also in the ‘Method’ essay, Coles uses triangulation by observing the experiences of multiple members of SNCC as they work towards their goals.
Was this assignment as I expected it to be?  Yes, I just didn’t spend my time as wisely as I could have.

