Gary Simmons
Anthro 202

Seminar prep for 16 November 2005

2) The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis claims that differences in speech cause differences in thought, or maybe that people come up with and use words before they have a definition for them, or something.  Modes of communication are more than just speech, and past technological advances in communication (invention of writing, the printing press, telephone, internet, etc.) have all drastically changed the societies they were used in.  There are numerous examples in the Coles text that show that language does play a role in social relationships, especially dominance.  Black people in the south or especially on farms, are supposed to be silent or verbally subservient to white people.  If they’re not, they become labeled as ‘uppity’.
3) Every aspect of a person is due either to nature or nurture, so culture, in a way, shapes every part of a person not defined by their genes including personality and identity.  Aparently, such things that I tacitly assumed were true about all cultures, such that women typically followed the roles typical of women in my culture and that adolescence was common to all cultures, are not true.  Culture therefore determines these things too.
4) This quarter I have learned (or it has been enforced for me) that the less formally educated someone is, the more they think they know.  For example, many of the children of migrant farmers or sharecroppers who don’t go to school wonder why they should, and what they can learn there that they can’t learn by simply observing their surroundings.  Also, when the lost boys from Sudan began being formally educated, it totally changed their identity to that of students.  This was perhaps to replace the identities (as Sudanese cattle farmers, for example) that they had lost when they were forced to flee their home.
5) The current turn in psychological anthropology emphasizes such techniques as the personal interview and life history, which are exactly the techniques Robert Coles uses.  These techniques are essential in finding out about individuals, and the ‘self’ they have as defined by their culture and their nature.
